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By Ándria Morgan
Contributing Writer
Langston University Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Math 
scholars have prepared their pre-
sentations for the 13th Annual Re-
search Symposium on Friday, April 
5, in the Agriculture Building from 
8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
The annual event is presented by 
the Langston University School of 
Arts and Sciences. 
About 35 students have prepared 
oral and/or poster presentations for 
the event. 
Irene Williams, LINC Coordina-
tor, has found 20 judges to evaluate 
the students and pick winners. 
LU students are presenting work 
from their on campus labs or from 
their summer internships. 
LINC students participate in five 
of these competitions throughout 
the school year, which consist of 
OKLSamp at OSU in October, Okla-
homa Research Day, a conference 
in Reston, Va. and Emerging Re-
searchers National (ERN) Confer-
ence, which was held in Washing-
ton, D.C. in February.   
Williams has asked LU alumna 
and LINC scholar Tomica Block-
er to be the guest speaker for the 
event. Blocker is a Ph.D. candidate 
and is preparing for medical school. 
“We wanted to pick someone that 
see RESEARCH DAY, page 3
LU has inauguration
for President Smith
Students, faculty prepare 
for annual Research Day 
By Kayla Jones
Editor
Langston University 
began a new chapter in 
its history on March 14, 
2013, with the inaugu-
ration of the 16th presi-
dent, Dr. Kent Smith Jr. 
The theme of the event 
focused on educators, 
family, friends and col-
leagues who have played 
a crucial role in helping 
Smith reach the presi-
dential job at LU. 
The ceremony began 
like most with The Na-
tional Anthem by Langs-
ton University Con-
cert Choir and opening 
words from Grand Mar-
shal Dr. Clarence Hedge. 
Hedge was joined on 
stage with other educa-
tors and administrators 
see INAUGURATION page 3
Photo by Aaron Parker
Langston University President Dr . Kent Smith Jr . addresses faculty, staff, family and 
other guests at his inauguration ceremony as the 16th president of LU . Smith made 
a point to recognize key people in his life who helped him succeed in his career in 
higher education . At the end of his speech, Smith unveiled the new LU tagline, which 
is "Find the Lion in You ." 
By now, you have prob-
ably realized your social 
media sites flooded with red 
equal signs. 
The display of red—two 
rectangles of a lighter shade 
of red on top of a solid square 
of darker red —is the Human 
Rights Campaign logo for 
support in the movement of 
equality for homosexuals. 
On March 26, congress 
took Proposition 8 to the Su-
preme Court to vocalize con-
cerns. 
According to MSNBC, 
Charlie Joughin from the 
Human Rights Campaign, 
said, “Red is for love, and 
that’s what marriage is all 
about. We wanted to give 
people an opportunity to 
show their support for mar-
riage equality in a public and 
visible fashion.”
The opposing argument 
for this issue, according to 
the site, is marriage should 
be confined to unions be-
tween a man and a woman 
because that's what religion 
teaches. That sentiment has 
produced gay marriage bans 
in 38 states. 
But the opposing argu-
ment skips an inconvenient 
fact: the same Constitution 
that keeps government from 
meddling in the way church-
es define marriage, also 
keeps churches from using 
government to impose their 
beliefs on others.
Same-sex marriage sup-
porters indulge a different 
leap of logic. We argue that 
gays have a constitutional 
right to marry, but this is not 
necessarily true for some. 
The Constitution guaran-
tees all citizens equal treat-
ment under the law, but gay 
marriage isn't the only way to 
attain that end. 
Even if the court decides 
same-sex marriage is a right, 
reluctant states could opt out 
of issuing marriage licenses 
entirely.
Because the Supreme 
Court has previously ruled 
that rights can't be taken back 
from gays once they've been 
granted, the likeliest result is 
that California will become 
the 10th state to permit same-
sex marriage.
The Supreme Court heard 
arguments March 26 on Cali-
fornia’s Proposition 8, this 
being the case that could 
settle the national debate on 
marriage equality for every 
sexual preference.
Or, we could be thrown 
back to the turn of the cen-
tury racist society, resem-
bling the turpentine of slav-
ery and segregation to a race 
that knows all too well the 
unjust actions a group can 
have through the fear of dif-
ference. 
Did our forefathers en-
dure such hardships for the 
new generation to repeat the 
same segregating process 
projected only toward a dif-
ferent preference? I digress.
The defenders of Proposi-
tion 8, ProtectMarriage.com, 
which lead the initiative ar-
gument that marriage should 
be left to state governments. 
If justices agree, then Prop-
osition 8 and other gay mar-
riage bans would be upheld 
those seeking gay marriage 
would face a state-by-state 
battle to evade existing bans.
The final outcome is diffi-
cult to predict, even though 
the national political tide is 
turning rapidly in favor of 
equality. The Obama ad-
ministration recently clari-
fied support for the constitu-
tional rights of gays to marry 
equally.
Alternatively, the justices 
could determine that the case 
lacks standing because Cali-
fornia has refused to defend 
the law, and send it back to 
the lower courts to try again. 
This is less likely, given 
that the court agreed to take 
up two major gay marriage 
cases back to back.If a ma-
jority of the court agrees, it 
would be enough to end all 
state bans on gay marriage, 
best case scenario.
The hearing has already 
lapsed and the court is ex-
pected to issue its rulings by 
June. 
According to http://www.
dosomething.org:
• The Netherlands became 
the first country to legalize 
gay marriage in 2001.
• 10 more countries world-
wide have legalized gay mar-
riage.
• Massachusetts was the 
first state to legalize in 2004. 
• California legalized gay 
marriage, but it was out-
lawed with the passing of 
Prop 8 in November 2008.
• Alaska and Hawaii were 
the first states to legally ban 
gay marriage in 1998.
• 38 states ban same-sex 
marriage, some by constitu-
tional amendment, some by 
law and the majority by both.
• Seven states provide 
some, if not all, spousal rights 
to unmarried couples in do-
mestic partnerships.
• Five states recognize civil 
unions for gay couples.. Civil 
unions grant some but not all 
of the legal benefits of mar-
riage. 
• On May 9, 2012, Presi-
dent Obama made U.S. his-
tory when he told ABC News, 
“I think same-sex couples 
should be able to get mar-
ried.”
• Though gay marriage 
wasn't legal until the 2000s, 
gay couples were getting 
married on TV shows in the 
1990s. Sitcom "Roseanne" 
featured a gay marriage in 
1995 while "Friends" featured 
a lesbian wedding in 1996.
Da'Rius Oden is a senior 
broadcast journalism major. 
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Oden
Student expresses thoughts
about gay marriage debates
By Jarron Thompson
Contributing Writer
Students at Langston University 
are preparing to present their first 
full-length, two-act play in about 
five years. 
Since fall 2012, there has not been a 
theater arts major offered at LU, and 
students have been seeking ways to 
display their talent. 
“Killer Joe at Forty” is a play writ-
ten by Dr. Ben Bates, acting chair of 
the Department of English. 
Bates is an experienced actor who 
has performed for 30 years.
“When you write a play, you’re 
trying to capture a piece of history,” 
Bates said. “The people who come 
to see the play will experience that.”
Bates’ play is set in low-income, 
high-rise apartments in Chicago. It 
is about the challenges that his char-
acters face while living in poverty. 
Bates said he wrote the play about 
20 years ago, in a time where the 
number of African-Americans being 
sent to jail was a current controver-
sial issue. 
In the play, one of the main char-
acters is a convict who is released 
from prison. 
Bates said the idea behind the play 
is how this character tries to re-es-
tablish his family life and start fresh 
after he gets out of prison. 
About 25 students are preparing 
for the play as actors and/or produc-
tion staff. 
Aaron Parker, senior broadcast 
journalism major, said he is excited 
about performing in the play and is 
ready to showcase his talent. 
“Some students (at LU) come from 
similar environments as the charac-
ters,” Parker said. “They will be able 
to relate to what is going on in the 
play.” 
“Killer Joe at Forty” will open at 
11 a.m. and 7:30 p.m., April 18, in 
the I.W. Young Auditorium. 
such as Oklahoma State 
Regents of Higher Educa-
tion, representatives from 
the Oklahoma Legislature 
and some faculty and staff 
members from LU and oth-
er universities across the 
country. 
The distinguished speak-
er, Dr. Ryan Lombardi, 
vice president for student 
affairs at Ohio University, 
spoke highly about his for-
mer colleague, Dr. Smith. 
“I believe that Dr. Kent 
Smith, your 16th president, 
is indeed a transformative 
leader,” Lombardi said. 
President Smith stood 
proud as he was sworn in 
by a member of the Okla-
homa Board of Regents. 
As Smith took the stage, 
he thanked all of his fam-
ily, friends and former col-
leagues from Ohio Univer-
sity, giving an emotional 
testimony of his journey 
and success in higher edu-
cation. 
“There are certainly 
shoulders I stand on from 
Ohio University,” Smith 
said. 
As he began his speech, 
he recalled the first time 
he heard of the position he 
first took at Ohio Univer-
sity, which would eventu-
ally pave his way to LU.   
”The truth is I did not 
want to go to the inter-
view (at Ohio University); 
I went to the interview as 
a favor to another adminis-
trator at Ohio University,” 
Smith said. 
He went on to explain 
how much his mind was 
changed once he visited 
the school. 
“People don’t under-
stand how much a per-
son can love a school they 
didn’t graduate from, but 
it’s possible,” he said. 
He encouraged all stu-
dents to go after their 
dreams and to be the lead-
ers of today.
“To our students – you 
can’t afford to be the lead-
ers of tomorrow; you have 
to be the leaders of today,” 
Smith said. 
As Smith continued his 
speech, he was filled with 
emotion as he addressed 
his family. He thanked 
his mother, late father and 
wife for their love and sup-
port. 
He also reminisced about 
his days at Ohio Univer-
sity, where he served as 
president of student af-
fairs, which was his job be-
fore coming to LU. 
Nearing the end of his 
speech, he presented his 
five focus points to make 
LU better: enrollment, re-
tention, customer service, 
technology and branding. 
“I am committed to 
Langston University, and 
if we don’t treat our stu-
dents better and in a dy-
namic way, they will find 
a place that will,” Smith 
said. “It’s just that simple.”
He went on to explain 
the data that was collect-
ed from a marketing firm 
about what people think 
about LU. 
“Upon accepting the po-
sition at Langston, what 
I found was a tremen-
dous university that has 
done phenomenal things 
and is doing phenomenal 
things,” Smith said. “The 
thing is we haven’t told 
anybody (about them).” 
President Smith commit-
ted to devoting a quarter 
of a million dollars toward 
marketing and branding 
the university in a way 
that has never been done. 
The inauguration con-
cluded with the unveiling 
of LU’s new tagline, “Find 
the Lion in You.” 
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“When you write a play, 
you're trying to capture 
a piece of history. The 
people who come to see 
the play will experience 
that. ” — Dr. Ben Bates, 
English department
acting chair
was involved in LINC 
and in Research Day, so 
we have invited Tomica 
Blocker,” Williams said. 
Along with Williams, 
Dr. John Coleman helps 
prepare the LINC stu-
dents for Research Day. 
The students are re-
quired to come to prac-
tices in the evening to 
work on their presenta-
tions and oral skills. 
Junior technology 
major Jodeci Ross has 
participated in two Re-
search Days and said 
she is excited for her 
third. 
She enjoyed her in-
ternship at UMB Fi-
nancial Corporation in 
Kansas City, Mo. this 
summer, and she will be 
presenting her research 
on ways to improve 
banking technology. 
“To anybody partici-
pating in Research Day 
for the first time – just 
relax, it’s nothing,” 
Ross said. “As long as 
you practice, you’ll be 
good.”
Research Day was 
started under the direc-
tion of Dr. Clyde Mont-
gomery, currently the 
vice president for aca-
demic affairs. 
His original vision 
was to encourage sci-
entific research among 
STEM scholars, with 
hopes of one day hav-
ing all three Langston 
University campuses 
come together for a Re-
search Day.
RESEARCH DAY
from page 1
Student actors prepare to debut
LU professor's 'Killer Joe at Forty'
INAUGURATION 
from page 1
Photo by Aaron Parker
The Langston University Chorale performs at the inau-
guration ceremony of 16th President Dr. Kent Smith Jr. 
The Chorale is under the direction of Bonita Franklin, 
acting chairwoman of the Department of Music. 
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P R E  E N R O L L M E N T
SUMMER
 & FALL
L A N G S T O N  U N I V E R S I T Y
March 4-May 3, 2013
March 4th-8th, 2013 will be priority enrollment for Seniors and Graduate students ONLY.
Monday, March 11th, 2013 will begin pre-enrollment for ALL students.
• Pre-enroll by April 1st, 2013 to be eligible for chance to win one of Langston University’s 
paraphernalia: USB flash drive, portfolio, messenger bag or one of three $50 giftcard to 
Follett Bookstore.  These items can be picked up immediately in the Registrar’s office upon 
notification that you have won.
• Pre-enroll by May 3rd, 2013 to be eligible to win one of three $500 tuition scholarships.
     * Critera for Scholarship recipient
     * Full-time student (12 cr hrs – undergraduate student or 9 cr hrs for graduate student)
     * 2.5 or above g.p.a.
     * Scholarships will be awarded after Fall 2013 drop/add period 
FALL 2013 PRE-ENROLLMENT 
CAMPAIGN GIFTS AND SCHOLARSHIP
Steps to Pre-Enrollment
• Students MUST not have any institutional holds on account 
• Students on Academic Probation cannot pre-enroll until final grades are in
• Students must have a zero balance in order to enroll for course(s) 
• Students must have completed FAFSA in order to enroll for course(s)
• All external transcripts must be on file
• Students must complete all Admissions requirements before enrollment
Online Priority Registration:  
Period when Junior, Senior and Graduate level students can register themselves online.  
Must have accumulated 61 hrs or more.  Associate degree students MUST register through advisors.
• Meet with your advisor to find out what courses you need to meet your degree requirements.
• Students can enroll at home, work, campus, Library, etc.
• PRE-ENROLL NOW to ensure you get the classes you prefer.
Priority Registration: 
Period when freshmen, sophomore, and non-degree students register through their advisors.  
• Make an appointment with your advisor to plan schedule and enroll.  
   
 Zero Balance · Complete FAFSA · Secure Housing
By Brittany Kendrick
Staff Writer
Langston University, 
as an HBCU, has teamed 
up with the Thurgood 
Marshall College Fund to 
scout students and equip 
them with great opportu-
nities for their post-col-
lege experience. 
R.L. Wilson, sophomore 
business management 
major, was accepted as a 
student recruiter to look 
for students who are eli-
gible for this college fund. 
Wilson has been search-
ing the campus for quali-
fied students who exem-
plify leadership and are 
involved in campus or-
ganizations or activities, 
while maintaining a 3.25 
GPA and major in Sci-
ence, Technology, Engi-
neering and Math (STEM) 
subjects. 
Wilson said he has been 
successful so far in find-
ing Kenneth Crolley II, 
freshman business ma-
jor; Jazz Roberson, soph-
omore business major; 
Ryan Johnson, sophomore 
biology major and Camil-
la Little, sophomore sup-
ply and chain manage-
ment major. 
These students have 
been selected for scholar-
ships and have earned an 
all-expense paid trip to 
Washington, D.C., which 
is Nov. 8-12. 
They will attend the 
TMCF Leadership confer-
ence and possibly receive 
internships and jobs for 
after their college experi-
ence. 
The TMCF Leadership 
Institute is a national pro-
gram that includes a four-
day conference designed 
to provide leadership de-
velopment, career train-
ing and internship and 
employment opportuni-
ties.
Participants include 
students who are in-
terviewed and selected 
through a highly competi-
tive process.
Roberson said he was 
very nervous to meet 
Scott Lilly, a representa-
tive selected to interview 
LU students up for the 
scholarship and confer-
ence. 
“I heard he was very 
strict…” Roberson said. “I 
thought the interview was 
great though; I broke him 
out of his shell and we 
clicked on so many differ-
ent levels…” 
Roberson said he looks 
forward to going to meet 
the “elite of the elite,” and 
he can’t wait to possibly 
run into people who may 
have come from his same 
community and who have 
similar experiences. 
“I see this as a network-
ing opportunity, and I am 
ready to share my experi-
ence that I came from the 
ghetto slums of Pasadena, 
Calif. to Langston, Okla. 
to work my way up to 
Washington, D.C., where 
my career story could be-
gin….” Roberson said. 
TMCF offers scholar-
ships from several busi-
nesses and organizations 
including Coca Cola, 
Lowes, Battle of the Band 
and Ford Future Leaders.
According to the TMCF 
website, the goal of the 
program is to offer more 
than just scholarships. 
The program also is 
designed to enhance the 
educational experience 
of these students with 
programs, networking 
and recruiting fairs, con-
ferences and workshops 
for students and teachers 
through the annual lead-
ership institute as well as 
teachers quality and re-
tention program.
Student recruits peers at LU for 
Thurgood Marshall College Fund
Children play musical chairs
Photo by Aaron Parker
Members of the Distinguished Black Women organization play musical chairs with 
several children from the campus daycare. DBW, the Primethinkers math club and 
the Women Emerging Beautifully/Most Valuable Parent club all cosponsored  an 
Easter Egg Hunt extravaganza for the children March 29 on the Sanford Hall lawn. 
The event also included snacks for the kids, face painting, a sack race and the Of-
fice of Student Affairs provided a bounce house. 
By Charles Granger
Contributing Writer
A new business is 
coming to the town of 
Langston. 
Brooks Farm Museum 
will open May 25, which 
will feature former 
Langston University 
President I.  W. Young's 
antique furniture.  
Young, who was the 
president for two terms 
at LU in 1923-1927 and 
1931-1935, wanted the 
university to have his 
furniture as a gift from 
him. 
However, the campus 
doesn’t have enough 
space to house it. 
The Rev. Cecelia 
Brooks, pastor of the 
Wesley Foundation in 
Langston, is a fifth-gen-
eration cousin to Young. 
With help from do-
nors, Brooks decided to 
rent a U-Haul, and she 
drove to Michigan in 
February to pick up the 
furniture. 
Brooks said the fur-
niture was in Michigan 
because it was passed 
down to his grand-
daughter. His grand-
daughter is now ill ,  and 
wanted the next stop for 
the antiques to be at LU, 
where they belong. 
The antique furniture 
dates back to the 1890s 
when Young moved 
from Louisiana to Okla-
homa.
Some pieces of the fur-
niture include trunks, 
spinning wheels, basi-
nets and tea carts. 
The LU football team 
also participated in this 
act of kindness helped 
unload the furniture.
Kim Prout, junior 
physical therapy major, 
is one of the football 
players who helped un-
load the antiques.  
He said the furniture 
is so unique that he’s 
only seen other furni-
ture like it on TV shows, 
but never in real life.
"It feels great to know 
that I played a part in 
getting our history back 
to LU," Prout said.  
Brooks, who is also 
a farmer in the town 
of Langston, said not 
only will the museum 
be a great way to honor 
Young's wishes of dis-
playing his furniture 
close to LU, but it also 
will be a good supple-
mental income for her 
farm in the summer.
Brooks said the price 
of admission will be 
$5 per person, but may 
change when the muse-
um officially opens. 
The museum will be 
located in the barn on 
Brooks’ farm.
Bruce Fisher, from the 
Oklahoma Historical So-
ciety, is currently work-
ing with Brooks to come 
up with ideas on how to 
present and display the 
antique furniture.
"When the museum 
opens, it  will be a feel-
ing of awe in our past,” 
Brooks said. 
April 4, 2013  |  The Gazette   5News Features
NAACP 
SPriNg 2013 
MeetiNgS
All at 7 p.m. in the 
Allied Health Building, 
Room 105
APril 10
APril 24
APril 29
Special Question of the Week
Editorial Version
Compiled By 
Veneeciea Broadus
”I can make a paper 
airplane and fly it 
pretty far.”
Darrell Strong,
junior broadcast 
journalism major
”I can do alien sign lan-
guage. You don't under-
stand it... but they do!”
Da'Rius Oden,
senior broadcast
journalism major
”I sing in the LU 
Choir, but most peo-
ple don't know I can 
really sing. My favor-
ite song to perform is 
'Come Over' by Aali-
yah.”
Andrenique Meigs,
junior broadcast 
journalism major 
”I can make a dollar 
bill look like a neck 
tie.”
Talibb Woods,
junior broadcast 
journalism major
*NOTE: These past two weeks, a discussion has been circulting in our classes and our newsroom. Students have been 
talking about their hidden talents and seeing who can do what. So, we decided to turn it into our very own question of 
the week. After deliberation and voting, we have decided to feature the individuals with the most unique talents.
We hope you enjoy!
What is your hidden talent?
Brooks Farm Museum to display
I.W. Young's antique furniture 
“When the museum opens, it will be a 
feeling of awe in our past. ”
— The Rev. Cecelia Brooks, 
pastor of the Wesley Foundation and
owner of Brooks Farm Museum
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By Andrea Perry
Contributing Writer
Every year, Langston 
University chemistry and 
biology students claim 
awards for their out-
standing research. 
This year was no dif-
ferent when senior chem-
istry major Kayla Love 
placed first in the nation 
in Astronomy and As-
trophysics at the Emerg-
ing Researchers National 
(ERN) Student Confer-
ence in Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering, and 
Mathematics (STEM). 
The conference was 
held in Washington D.C. 
from Feb. 20 to Feb. 23. 
Love’s research was ti-
tled “Conductivity Anal-
ysis of Perchlorate Brines 
on Mars.”
“This research is im-
portant to me because it 
opened my eyes to the 
amazing field of space 
and planetary science,” 
Love said. 
The chaperones for the 
event were Dr. John Cole-
man, Chairman of the De-
partment of Chemistry, 
and Langston Integrated 
Network College (LINC)/
STEM Program Coordi-
nators, Brittanie Atkinson 
and Irene Williams. 
 “I was very proud of 
Kayla; the conference was 
a very stiff competition,” 
Coleman said. 
“We always prepare our 
students to compete, and 
Kayla works very hard. 
She’s won quite a few 
prizes since she’s been 
here,” he said. 
A lot of time and effort 
goes into these research 
projects. 
Love, having won first 
place for her research at 
the ERN conference last 
year, was all the more 
prepared for this one.
“The process is not acci-
dental. We are always for-
tunate to win,” Coleman 
said. “We always prepare 
our students to win.”
Students must submit 
applications as the first 
part of the competition, 
Coleman said. 
Then, they have to put 
together their research 
projects, and then they 
have to write their ab-
stracts and compete.
“They have faculty 
judges from all around 
the United States to de-
cide (on winners),” Cole-
man said. “Our faculty 
here help with practic-
ing for the presentations. 
(Students) have to prac-
tice in front of the faculty 
to prepare for their pre-
sentations. 
“We are fortunate when 
anybody wins, but it’s 
not accidental because 
our students work hard.”
Coleman said a lot of 
graduate schools look 
very highly on resumes 
for those students who 
have had experience in 
research. 
He said many of his stu-
dents have done research 
at Langston, and many 
have traveled other places 
to conduct their research 
such as the California In-
stitute of Technology.
“After presenting, I was 
prepared to be drilled 
with questions, but the 
first question they asked 
me was, ‘What graduate 
school are you going to?’” 
Love said. 
“I will be attending 
grad school in the fall, 
and participating in re-
search studies has played 
a major role in getting me 
accepted into grad school.
“This is my last na-
tional conference as an 
undergraduate, so it was 
a memorable moment 
in my academic career,” 
Love said. 
Already being accept-
ed to the University of 
Oklahoma, University of 
Arkansas and University 
of Tennessee, Love has 
several places to choose 
from. 
Kayla Love wins first place 
at national ERN competition
“I will be attending grad school in the 
fall, and participating in research and 
studies has played a major role in 
getting me accepted into grad school.”
— Kayla Love,
senior chemistry major
President meets with several students for a 'Chat and Chew'
By Veneeciea Broadus
Contributing Writer
Langston University 
students had the op-
portunity to sit down 
with their president and 
openly discuss issues 
on campus with him at 
the "Chat and Chew" on 
March 27 in the Atrium.
LU Ambassadors, 
freshman nursing major 
Omri Johnson and soph-
omore business admin-
istration major Xavier 
Burns, came up with the 
idea for the "Chat and 
Chew" event.
This event was the first 
that President Dr. Kent 
Smith Jr. attended where 
the students had free 
reign to discuss abso-
lutely anything that they 
wanted, on a one-on-one 
basis.
This intimate setting 
provided a sense of com-
fortableness for students 
who wouldn’t normally 
think they had the op-
portunity to do so. 
Students were allowed 
to address President 
Smith with any ques-
tions they had.
"Chat and Chew" 
turned out to be very 
successful,  according to 
Ambassadors and other 
students who took ad-
vantage of the opportu-
nity. 
Johnson and Burns 
asked if President Smith 
would come back again, 
which Smith agreed to 
do in the near future. 
The Ambassadors said 
they hope to have an-
other "Chat and Chew" 
with President Smith in 
fall 2013. 
Photo by Aaron Parker
Langston University President Dr. Kent Smith Jr. sits with students and discusses 
campus issues, policies and other topics related to LU at a "Chat and Chew." The 
event was organized by LU Ambassadors as a way for students to learn about im-
portant campus news as well as get to know their president in a comfortable set-
ting. 
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By Jabril Bailey
Contributing Writer
The spring is here and 
what does that mean? Track 
outdoor season is in full 
bloom.
The Langston University 
track team is nothing short 
of being a top-tier program 
each year. 
“My expectations are al-
ways high for the team,” 
Coach James Hilliard said.
Hilliard mentioned that 
the team has a lot of talent 
that is in its developmental 
stages. 
He said that with the right 
work, the athletes will be 
able to compete at peak per-
formances. 
DeAnthony Henderson, 
a sophomore hurdler from 
Cahokia, Ill., has been excit-
ed to compete this year.
“I wasn’t able to really 
compete last year because 
of an injury, and now that 
I am at 100 percent, I want 
to prove to myself that I 
can compete with the best,” 
Henderson said. 
Lauren Corbitt, a senior 
from Tulsa, has been noth-
ing but spectacular this 
year. 
She is ranked in the top 
five in four events in the na-
tion, which include ranking 
first in the nation for long 
jump, and ranking second 
for triple jump.
“Lauren has never triple 
jumped before and is sec-
ond in the nation,” Hilliard 
said. 
Hilliard already has five 
athletes who are qualified 
for nationals and he is ex-
pecting four more to qualify 
by the end of May. 
For now, the team is focus-
ing on the upcoming meet 
at the North Texas Classic in 
Denton, Texas. 
For more information 
about the track team and 
their schedule, go to http://
www.langstonsports.com. 
Track team dominates outdoor season 
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Top: Lauren Corbitt participates in the long jump field 
event. She is ranked in the top five in four events at a 
national level. In the long jump, Corbitt is ranked first 
in the nation. 
Left: Janelle Williams (blue, left) and Ce'Aira Brown 
(white, right) lead their heat in the 1500-meter run. 
By Darrell Strong
Staff Writer
The Lady Lions volleyball team 
had their first season in existence 
and left room for improvement. 
Despite a winless record, Lady 
Lions such as freshmen Megan 
Francisco and Amber Warren are 
seeking redemption this upcoming 
season.
“This year was more of a start-off 
team and with the experience (from 
last season), this upcoming season 
should be better all around,” Fran-
cisco said.
Warren said she has high hopes 
for next year’s season. 
“We just want to make it to the 
national championship!” Warren 
said. 
The more notable accomplish-
ment is that the volleyball team is 
offering another outlet for young 
women to showcase their athletic 
ability. 
It allows Langston University to 
be seen in a better light, Francisco 
said. When we start winning, she 
said, it’ll be just like in (women’s) 
basketball or softball. 
They didn’t start out winning, 
it’s just building on, and more 
people will want to come and get 
volleyball scholarships, Francisco 
said.
In their first season with its many 
ups and down,s there were bright 
spots that could be found in the 
developing team chemistry and 
in the hidden athletic ability that 
women on LU’s campus possess.
“We didn’t know each other and 
came together and played as a 
family,” Warren said. 
“(This season) showed the athlet-
icism that we have as a campus,” 
Francisco said. 
“There are people who haven’t 
played before and taking them 
from scratch and teaching them to 
play a new game, toward the end of 
the season even though we didn’t 
win, we improved,”she said. 
Looking ahead to next season, 
their focus aside from winning is 
gaining support from the student 
body.
“To the school, come and sup-
port us,” Francisco said. “Even if 
we don’t win our first game, keep 
supporting us because it really 
matters and we lack that here.”
Volleyball players reflect on first season at LU
“This year was more 
of a start-off team and 
with the experience 
(from last season), 
this upcoming season 
should be better all 
around. ”
— Megan Francisco, 
Lady Lions 
volleyball player
By Kayla Jones
Editor
The brothers of Kappa Al-
pha Psi Inc. celebrated their 
Greek week March 25-30, 
with the theme “Nupes with 
Attitudes.”
According to the Kappa 
Alpha Psi website, it was 
the vision of these astute 
men that enabled them in 
the 1910-1911 school year at 
Indiana University to found 
the organization. 
Members wanted to sow 
the seed of a fraternal tree 
whose fruit is available to, 
and now enjoyed by, college 
men everywhere, regardless 
of their color, religion or na-
tional origin, according to 
the Kappa Alpha Psi website. 
They kicked off their week 
March 24 with a vesper ser-
vice titled “Only God Can 
Judge Me,” which was open 
to all students, faculty and 
staff as well as the commu-
nity of Langston. 
Throughout the week, 
the Kappas hosted several 
events including Nupe Foot-
ball, Ladies Appreciation 
and the Miss Krimson & 
Kreme pageant. 
On March 28, they decided 
to throw a daytime party for 
the students and March 29 
was the event, “Stroll like a 
Nupe.” Later that evening, 
they hosted their epic Foam 
Party.
Justin Bennett, a member 
of Kappa Alpha Psi, said the 
whole week was a success.
“(We had) a great turn-
out,” Bennett said. “My fa-
vorite event was “Stroll like 
a Nupe” because my team 
won.”
Students were very pleased 
with the events during Kap-
pa Week
Ashley Watson, a fresh-
man education major, said 
she had a blast at the Foam 
Party.
“I really enjoyed the over-
all week,” Watson said. “It 
was fun to experience some-
thing new.” 
Next to host their week is 
the lovely Ladies of Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Inc.
Their theme for the week is 
“The Channel Pink.”
Alpha Kappa Alpha is the 
oldest Greek-letter organiza-
tion established in America 
by black college women, ac-
cording to the Alpha Kappa 
Alpha website. 
The record of its origin, 
growth and development, 
activities, evolving goals and 
accomplishments is more 
than an interesting chronicle 
of a colorful bit of college-
based Americana, the web-
site said. 
It is, rather, a significant 
and inspiring reflection of 
the emergence of a dynamic 
group in a changing culture. 
According to the website, 
the efforts of Alpha Kappa 
Alpha women in the promo-
tion of high scholarship, vo-
cational and career guidance, 
health services, the advance-
ment of human and civil 
rights and in so many other 
areas, constitute a priceless 
part of the American experi-
ence in the 20th Century.
Nine Howard University 
students were led by Ethel 
Hedgeman Lyle into a sister-
hood in 1908. 
Their week has begun and 
is in full swing.
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The 
Gazette 
is 
featuring 
each 
sorority
and 
fraternity 
as the 
members 
host their 
weeks 
for the 
remainder 
of the 
semester. 
Fraternities, sororities continue hosting events
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LU students gather in front of the William H. Hale Student Success Center for the 
daytime party hosted by Kappa Alpha Psi. 
Members of Kappa Alpha Psi proudly display their fra-
ternity hand sign during their Greek Week. The Kappas 
hosted several events including a daytime party and 
their epic Foam Party. 
“I really enjoyed 
the overall week. 
It was fun to 
experience some-
thing new.”
— Ashley Watson,
freshman 
education major
